Budapest, 19 November 2022
Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European Commission
Johannes Hahn
Commissioner for Budget and Administration
Elisa Ferreira
Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms
European Commission

Dear President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen,
Dear Commissioner Johannes Hahn,
Dear Commissioner Elisa Ferreira,
We are asking you to ensure that the funds from the Recovery and Resilience Facility and the
Cohesion Funds are only disbursed to the Hungarian government under strict conditions.
We believe that the commitments made so far by the Hungarian government to tackle systemic
corruption are far from sufficient. We have serious concerns about the selection of the Integrity
Authority’s leaders and agree with the assertions made in the Népszava article1 , which states
the following: “The careers of those involved witness high professional quality, but there are
signs that cast doubt on the extent to which the new authority can be expected to do substantive
work completely independent of the government.” Even the Hungarian government spokesman,
Zoltán Kovács, admitted that the Hungarian government was making a mockery of the
Commission’s intentions in this regard. On Twitter, he wrote2: “Putting on my surprised face:
@georgesoros's @Transparency_HU only nominated individuals closely affiliated with HU’s
left-liberal parties to select the future members of the Integrity Authority. Meanwhile, gov't
proposed independent experts with no political record.” On the one hand, this is yet another
case of political discrimination widely practiced by the Hungarian government,3 even though
political discrimination is prohibited by EU and Hungarian law. On the other hand, two out of
the three persons nominated by Transparency International Hungary can in no way be
considered to be affiliated with left-liberal parties.
Our concerns are further heightened by the recently published “Call for applications to
participate in the activities of the Anti-Corruption Task Force”.4
According to the call, “Members of the Task Force ... shall not be remunerated or reimbursed
for their work in the Task Force.” This statement is misleading, because the participants
delegated by the State will participate in the Task Force during their work time, receiving salary,
and only NGO members should work for free, as NGOs generally do not have the resources to
finance such an activity. Participation in the Task Force requires a lot of work, and it can be
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hardly expected that anyone can spend time on the proper preparation, the necessary analysis,
the processing and publication of the results in excess of his or her paid work.
According to the call, “The Authority may take the report of the Task Force into account when
preparing the annual analytical integrity report but is not bound by the report of the Task Force
and is not obliged to take it into account.” This means, in practice, that the Task Force might
not even have any influence on the Authority’s decisions.
According to the call, “Members of the Task Force representing independent nongovernmental actors in the field of anti-corruption are entitled to prepare shadow reports,
which shall be made publicly available on the website of the Task Force and the Authority at
the same time as it is submitted to the Government.” The preparation of shadow reports could
be a key element of the Task Force’s work. Unfortunately, however, the vast majority of the
population will not be informed of the shadow reports, just as they have not been informed of
any news that might cast the slightest shadow on the government’s activities, since there is no
guarantee that even public media will provide information on it (obviously they will not).
Although the Hungarian Parliament has recently passed a number of laws that purportedly meet
the Commission’s demand to take meaningful action against corruption and restore the rule of
law, the Hungarian government has so far continued, and in some cases even intensified, its
repression against its critics and continues to misuse public funds instead of using them to
mitigate the serious consequences of the energy crisis.5 Some examples of recent abuses by the
Hungarian government:
•
•
•

•

•

It has continued to discriminate politically against local authorities.6
It strongly retaliated against teachers who protested against the deplorable state of public
education.7
It has done nothing to begin to restore the freedom of the press. On the contrary, the
overwhelming majority of the media is directly or indirectly controlled by the
government, and they continue to slander those who do not support all government
actions and these media often do not respect the basic rules of journalistic ethics. (We
can provide many examples of this on request.)
While the government seems willing to take meaningful steps towards establishing the
independence of the courts, we believe that independence will not be guaranteed as long
as the Curia (Supreme Court) is led by persons with dubious background and appointed
in a highly questionable manner.8
Even though the crisis has caused the government to postpone many investments, it
continues to use public money to finance unnecessary and often environmentally
damaging investments whose sole purpose is to fund its cronies.9 There is a strong
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likelihood that, if EU funds are granted to the Hungarian government under the current
conditions, the “usual” practice10 will continue: the government will not invest in
projects that are most important for the well-being of our society, but mostly in projects
where certain circles can steal a lot of money.
Although the following areas are not explicitly covered by the Conditionality Regulation, the
existence of widespread political discrimination, intimidation of those who disagree with
government policies, the erosion of media freedom and a system that involves inefficient and
ineffective use of public funds are shortcomings that make it impossible to use EU funds
properly. Furthermore, a prerequisite for the use of EU funds is the fulfilment of the horizontal
eligibility criteria, including compliance with the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. As shown
above and in a number of previous documents11 (including the European Commission’s Rule
of Law Report), Hungary falls far short of these conditions.
There is already a high level of dissatisfaction among Hungarians with the use of EU funds: a
recent opinion poll shows that 70% of Hungarians support making the disbursement of EU
funds conditional on the respect for the rule of law, while only 23% disagree.12 There is also a
widespread view among Hungarian experts that EU funding has so far done more harm than
good in Hungary.13 In addition, a petition has recently been launched and signed by more than
9,200 Hungarian citizens asking the European Commission to grant the Recovery and
Resilience Facillity and Cohesion Fund resources to Hungary only under strict conditions.14
Continued EU funding for the Hungarian government would mean continued financing of a
vast nationwide organised criminal network, with all its damaging economic, environmental15
and social consequences, undermining not only Hungary but the entire European Union.
We look forward to your reply and to your action.
Sincerely yours,

András Lukács
President
Clean Air Action Group

András Becker
Board Member
Hungarian Anti-Corruption Association
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